MY MARRIAGE                       37
eturn early in 1881 I became a member of L. Straus & ons, who bad become large manufacturers and importers f china and glassware. On account of the growing busi-ess they really needed my services, and my transition rom professional to business man was made as acceptable nd agreeable as possible. As was to be expected, I con-inued for some time to long for "the fleshpots of Egypt," 3r I was much attached to my profession. As a compen-ation, and to satisfy my intellectual longings, I devoted ly evenings and spare time to historical reading and tudy.
Having embarked on a business career, I reversed a .ecision that I made while practicing law. As a lawyer I .ad taken very seriously and literally the saying that the law is a jealous mistress." I was her devoted slave, uite willingly so, and I determined never to marry. I fas economically independent as a single man and could .evote my time to the law for its own sake. This I pre-srred to do, as the idealist that I was, rather than pursue he law for economic reasons first and for its own sake as luch as possible secondarily, which I felt would have to >e the case if I married. But as a business man things different, and I decided now to marry.
On January 22, 1882, 1 became engaged to Sarah, only daughter of Louis and Hannah Seller Lavanburg, and re were married on the 19th of April following, at the tome of her parents on West Forty-Sixth Street, near i'ifth Avenue. At the wedding dinner, to which had ome hosts of our friends and acquaintances, Joaquin filler, poet of the Sierras, as he was called, read a poem irhich he composed for the event. The manuscript I hink is still in my possession.
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